BILATERAL AGREEMENT ON
ACHIEVING UNIVERSAL
ACCESS TO EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

An agreement between

s the Commonwealth of Australia as represented
by the Department of Education, Employment
and Workplace Relations
(the Commonwealth)

and

m the Northern Territory as represented by the
Department of Education and Training

Through this Agreement the Commonwealth will fund the Northern Territory to facilitate
it achieving Universal Access to Early Childhood Education Programs by 2013 in its
jurisdiction.
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Bilateral Agreement on Achieving Universal Access to Early Childhood Education

Bilateral Agreement on
Achieving Universal Access to
Early Childhood Education

Intergovernmental Agreement

Parties Commonwealth of Australia as represented by the Department of
Education, Employment and Workplace Relations
of 16-18 Mort Street, Braddon in the Australian Capital
Territory.

The Northern Territory as represented by the Department of
Education and Training
of 55-59 Mitchell Street, Darwin in the Northern Territory.

RECOGNISING THAT:

A The Commonwealth and the Northern Territory are committed to implementing the
National Partnership Agreement on Early Childhood Education (NP ECE) and to working
together to improve the accessibility, quality and quantity of Early Childhood Education for
Australian children. In particular, the NP ECE is the means by which the Commonwealth
and the States and Territories have committed to ensure that, by 2013, every child will
have access to Early Childhood Education Programs in the year prior to formal schooling.

B. Under the NP ECE the Commonwealth provides funding to the Northern Territory to help
achieve the aims of the NP ECE.

L. The Commonwealth provides funding to the States and Territories for the purposes of and
subject to this Bilateral Agreement, the NP ECE and the Intergovernmental Agreement on
Federal Financial Relations (IGA). These agreements provide the framework of the
Universal Access to Early Childhood Education Program (the Program).

THE PARTIES HAVE REACHED THE FOLLOWING AGREEMENT
1. PURPOSE
(a) The Parties agree to cooperate in the implementation of this Bilateral Agreement, as part of

the NP ECE and in accordance with the IGA, as agreed by all governments at the Council of
Australian Governments (COAG) on 29 November 2008.
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